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(Cooplete the cettification intbe paragraphwhich appties ro thofiling o[ rhislocat law and strike out rhe
natler therein which is nor applicable.)

1. (Final adoption by local lcgislarive body only.)
I hereby certifythat thelocal law annexed herero,designaredaslocal law No. --..-1......of W.F-.#

2' (Passage by local legislative body with appovat or no disapproval by Etoctive Chief Exccutive Offic",,t
ot repassage after disapproval.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ....-...............of 19........

C,ounty

Village(NulcollrlirlrtiraBody)
not disappmved

on............ ................J9........ and was approved by tbe
repassed after diSapprOval Elcctivc Cbiel Erecutir: dlicer t

and was deemed duly adopted on..........'. ..19........, in accordance with the applicable
provisions of Iaw.

3. (l'inal adoption b1' referendum.)

I herebycenifythat thelocal law annexed hereto,designatedaslocal lawNo. of 19..........

County

Village - r. 
Nroc of L'clislrtivc B+'lv)

not disapproved
on............... I9..... .. and was approved by the

repassed after diSapproval EloctlYc Chirl f,rccutirc Officct r

on"".'...'.....' 19......... Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a

[t*1t':t?; referendum,and received the affirmative vore of a majority of the qualified electors voting
general

thereon at the special
ann ual

election held on....... .....19........ , in accordance with the appli-

cable provisions of law.

4 (Subleet to permissive referendum,and final adoption because uo valid perition fitod requesting
referendum.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of I9..........

County

of the $:T" of................. was duly passed by the .................on

vittrgu _^. _r: , 
tNrnc or Lclirlrtivc Bodr)

not disapproved
19........ and was approved by the ...............on

repassed after disapproval- Elcctivr Chicl Erecutiv: dlicer r

tEhetivc Chicf Erecgtirc Offrcct Ecrnt or hdud.r thc .hi.f crccutive officcr of r cormty dcctGd o! r cou[ty.rd& brdrq, 6 tbcrt bc ooE, tbc cirirmen of thc county lc$btivr body, thc Eryor of r city or vlllqc or Oc nrpcrtini oi. to*t,rbcn arcl offrccr b tlded rhh por=r to rp,prurc or Eto loql brr or ordbs.
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5 (City local law conceroiog Chartcr rerlsioo proposcd by potitiou.)

I herebr certifl' that the local law anoered hercto, designated as local law No. of 19........

of the City of........ ...haring been aubmitted to rcfercndum puFuant to the
.536pmvisions of ; fr of tbe liunicipalllomeRuleLaw,and Laving rcceived the rffirmative vote of r majoriry

of the qualified electors of such city voting thercon at the ffi:l election held on-t
19 ............ became operativa

6. (County local L8w concerning adoption of Charter.)

I hereby certify that the local hw annexed hereto. designa ted as Local l-aw No. ...... of I 9...... of thc
County of ............ .........., State of New York, having been submitted to ihe Electon ar thc
Crcneral Election of Novembcr .........., l9 .........., pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of Section 33 of the Muni-
cipal Home Rule I:w,and having received the affirrnative yote of a majority of the qualified electors of the
cities of said county cs a unit and of a majority of the qualitied etectors of the towns of said county
considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

(lf any other authorized form of final adoption has been followod, please provide an appropriate
ccrtificatioo.)

||f I further certify that I have compared the preceding local Iaw with the original on file in this office
and that the same is a comect transcript therefmm and of the whole of such original local law, and was
fioally adoptid in the manner ind.icated in p.ogr"ph..P..Q.,..../.......... above.

Ocrt of tlrc Coonty lctidrtivc body. Gty, Tort or

olliccr &rgnred by locd bfislrtiw body
ot

(Ssl)

(Cortification to be exoculed by County Atlorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney
or other authorized Attoruey of locality.)

STATE OF NEW YORK

couNTY 0F...._...._

I, tbe undersigned hereby certify that the loregoing local law contains the correct text and that all
propcr proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the local lsw annered hereto.

Sipruut

County
City
Town
Village

Dete:
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SECTION 1.0 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION AND PURPOSE

I.1 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION

The People of the State of New York have in The New York StateConstitution, Article lX, Section 2, delegated the responsibility to 1ocalgovernmental unitq to adopt regulations designed to prbmote the publichealth safety, and general welfare of its cili ze',ry.

L.2 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this local law tosafety and general welfare, and to minimize
due to flood conditions in specific areas by

(f) To protect human life and health;

promote the
public and
provi s ions

public health,
private losses
designed:

(3) To minimize the need for rescue and relief
with flooding and
general public;

generally undertaken at

(2) To minimize expenditures
projects;

of public money for cosEly flood control

efforts associated
the expense of the

use

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7 )

(8)

SECTION 2.0 DEFINITIONS

Unless specifically defined below, words or
local law shall be interpreted so as to give
have in common usage and to give this local
application.
ItTordntt means Town of Caroga, Fulton County,

To minimize prolonged business interruptions;
To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such aswater and gas mains, electric, telephone, and sewer lines, andstreets and bridges located in areas of special flood hazard;
To help maintain a stable
and development of special
future flood blight areas I

tax base by providing for the sound
flood ll.azard so as to minimize

To insure thac potential buyers
an area of special flood hazard;

that property is in

To ensure that those who occupy
hazard assume responsibility iirr

are notified
and

ttAppealtt
provi s ion

means a
of this

the areas of special flood
their actions.

phrases used in this
them the meaning the

law its most reasonab
v
le

New York.

the interpreEation of any
variance.

request for a review of
law or a request for a

ItArea of special flood hazardt' means the
with a community subject to a one percent
flooding in any given year.
ItBase floodtt means the flood having a one
equalled or exceeded in any given year.

land in the
or greater

flood
chance

plain
of

percent chance of being

"rfDevelopment"-means any man-made change co improved or unimprovedtga1 estate, including but not limitel to buiidings or otheistructures,mining,- dredging., fillingl paving excavation or aiirling ;p;;;ai;;,located within the area or ipeciir frood hazard.
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ItFloodtr
partial

(r)
(2)

or
or

rrFloodingrt mean a general and temporary
complete inundation of normally dry land

condition of
areas from:

The overflow of
The unusual and
waters from any

inland or tidal waLers andfor
rapid accumulation or runoff of surface
source.

map issued by
of special

"Flood Hazard Boundary Map: (FHBM) means the official
the Federal Insurance Administration where the areas
flood hazard have been designated Zone A.

'rlowest Floorfr means lowest level
garage of lowest enclosed area.

including basement, crawlspace, or

one or more
be used with
required
travel

"Mobile Hometf means a structure that is transportable in
sections, buill on a permanent chassis, and designed to
or without a permanent foundation when connected to the
utilities. It does not include recreational vehicles or
trailers.
rrStructurett means a walled
gas or liquid storage tank,

'rSubstantial improvementf r means

and roofed buildirg,
that is principally

the
of

a mobile homer or
above ground.

and is being restored,

any repair, reconstruction, or
cost of which equals or exceeds 50

the structure either:

or repair

damaged

is started, or

improvement of a structure,
percent of the market value

( 1 ) before the improvement

(2) if the
before

structure has been
the damage occurred.

For the PurPose of this definition "substantial improvementrr
is considered to occur r.rhen the first alteration of any in7411,, ceilirg,
f loor or other structural part of the building commences, r,vhether or
not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure.
The term does not, however, include either:

( f ) any project for improvement of
existing state or local health,
specifications which are solely
living conditions, or

a structure
sanitary,
necessary

to
or
to

comply
safety
as sure

with
code
safe

(2) any alteration of a
Register of Historic
HisLoric Places.

structure listed on the National
Places or a State Inventory of

ttVariancerr means
local law which
be prohibited by

a grant of relief from
permits construction in
this local law.

the requirements of
a manner that would

thi s
otherwise

SECTION 3.0 GENEML PROVISIONS

3.I LANDS TO WHICH THIS LOCAL LAI,{ APPLIES

This local law shall apply to all areas of special
hazards within the jurisdiction of the Town.

flood

BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD
The areas of special flood ll.azard identified by the Federal
Insurance Administration on its Flood Hazard Boundary Map
(FHBI4), No. H-01-04 dated January 31st , L97 5 and any
revisions thereto, are adopted by reference and declared to
a part of this local law. The FHBM is on file at Fulton
County Planning Department, Johnstown, New York.

J
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3.3 INTERPRETATION, CONFLICT t^lITH OTHER LAWS
rn their interpretation and application, the provisions of Ehislocal law shall be held to be- minimum requirements, adopted forthe-promotion of thepublic health, morals, safety, or the generalwelfare. whenever the requirements of this locai law are at
variance with !h" requirements of any other lawfully adoptedrules, regulations, ordinances, the most restrictive, or thatimposing the higher standards, shall govern.

3.4 VALIDITY
The invalidity of any section
shall not invalidate any other

or provision of this
section or provision

local law
thereof.

3.5

'; SECTION 4.0 ADMINI STRATI ON

AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR
of the Building rnspector shal1 include, but not be limited

PENALTIES FOR NON_COMPLIANCE
No structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located,
extended, converted, or altered without ful.1 compliince with Eheterms of this locar law and other applicable regulations.
Viol.ation of the provisions of this local law by failure to
comply with any of its requirements (including viol.ations ofconditions and safeguards established in connection withconditions) shal1. constitute a misdemeanor. Any person whoviolates this I ocal law or fail s to comply with- any of its
requirements sha1.1, upon conviction thereof, be fined not morethan $r00 or imprisoned for not more than 15 days or both for
each violation and, in addition, shall pay all 6osts and expensesinvolved in the case. Nothing herein cbntained shallprevent the Town from taking such other lawful action as
necessary to prevent or remedy a violation.

4.L

4.2

4.3

ESTABLISHMEIIT OF DEVELOFMENT PER.MIT
A Development Permit shall be obtained before construction or
develgpm,ent begins within any area of special flood hazardestablished in Section 3.2. lpptication for a Development permit,
shall be made on forms furnishbd by the Zoning officel and may )

include but not be limited to: plins in duplfcate drawn to scale
showing the nature, location, dimensions, and elevations of the areain question; elisting or:-proposed structures, fili, storage ofmaterials, drainage facilities; and the location of the f5regoing.
DESIGNATION OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR
The BUTLDTNG rl'lsPEcroR is hereby appointed to administer and
implement this 1ocal law by granting or denying developmentpermit applications in accordance with its irovisions.
DUTIES
Duties
to:

4.3-L Permit Review
(1) Review all development
permit requirements of this
(2) Review al I devel opment
necessary permits have been
State or- 1 bcal governmental
is required.

determine that the
have been satisfied.

to determine that all
from those Federal,
from which prior approval

permiEs to
I ocal 1 aw

permi t s
obtained
agenc i e s

(3) Review all development permits to determine if the
proposed development adversely affects the flood carryingcapacity-of !rr: area of special flood hazard. For thb purposeof this local 1aw, 'radversely affects" means damage to ia3lcentproperties because of rises in fl ood stages attributed tophysical changes of the channel and the idjacent overbank
areas.
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ri) rf ir i
effect,

determined that there is no adverse
then the permit shal I be granted consistent
provisions of this local 1aw.

it is determined

S

wit
( ii ) rf

h the

effect, then fl ood
made a condition of

that there is an adverse
damage mitigation measures shall be
the permit.

4.3-2 Use of Ocher Base Fl ood Data
t'lhen base flood elevation data has not been provided in
accordance with Section 3,2, BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREA
OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD, the Building Inspector shall obtain,
review and reasonably utiTLze any base flood elevation data
available from a Federal, State or other source, in order to
administer Section 5.2, SPECIFIC STANDARDS.

4.3-3 Information to be Obtained and Maintained
( 1 ) ObCain and record the actual el evation ( in relation to

mean sea 1 evel ) of the .i owest f I oor ( incl uding basement )

of al l ner^J or substantial l y improved structures, and
whether or not the structure contains a basement.

(2) For all new or substantially improved floodproofed
s tructures :

(i) obtain and record the actual elevation (in relation
Eo mean sea level ) to r,vhich the structure has been
fl oodproofed.

(IIJ proofing certificaEions required
).

(3)

maintain the fl ood
in Section 5.2-2(3

Maintain for publ ic inspection
to the pr:ovi s j-ons of thi s 1 oca l

a1 I records
1aw.

pertaining

4.3-4

4.3-5

Alteration of Watercourses
(1) Notify adjacent communities and the New York State

Department of Environmental Conservation prior to any
alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and submit
evidence of such notification to the Federal Insurance
Administration.

(2) Require that maintenance is provided within the
al tered or rel ocated portion of said watercourse so that
the flood carrying capacity is not diminished.

InLerpretation of FHBM Boundaries
Make interpretations where needed, as to the exact location
of the boundaries of the areas of special fl ood hazards
( for exampl e, where there appears Eo be a confl ict
between a mapped boundary and actual fiel d conditions .

SECTION 5.0 PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION

5.1 GENERAL STANDARDS
In al I areas of
are required:

special f1 ood hazards the fol I owing standards

5. l-1 Anchoring
(1 ) A11 new
be anchored
movement of

construction and substantial improvements shal I
to prevent flotation, col1apse, or lateral
the structure.

(2) A11 mobile homes and any additions thereto shal.l be
anchored to resist flotation, collapser or lateral movement
by providing an anchoring system designed to withstand a
wind force of 90 miles per hour.

5



5.7-Z Construction Material s and l"lethods
(1 ) A11 new construction and substantial improvements shal.l

be constructed with materials and utility equipment
resistant to flood damage.

(2) Al 1. new construction
be constructed using
fl ood damage.

and substantial improvements shal 1
methods and practices that minimize

5.1 -3 Util ities
(1) A11 new and

designed to
waters into

(2) New and
de s igned
waters I

repl acement
minimize or
the systeml

water suppl y systems shal.l
el iminate infil tration of

o them or contamination from them

be
fI ood

(2) Al 1 subdivision
. facil ities such

systems I ocated

(4) Base flood elevaiiorr
subdivision proposal s

proposal s shal t have publ ic
as sewer, gas, e1ectrical.,
and constructed to minimize

data shai l

be
f1 ood

utilities and
and water
flood damage;

pments
hever is

be provideci for
proposed develo

or 5 acres (whic

replacement sanitary sewage systems shall
to minimize or ei iminate infil tration of

and,

waste disposal systems shal I be located to( 3 ) On-site
avoid im
during f

airment t
ooding.

p
I

5.1-4 Subdivision Proposal s
(1) A11 subdivision proposals shall be consistent with the

need to minimize flood damage;

( 3 ) A1 1 subdivision proposals shal I have adequate drainage
provided to reduce exposure to flood damage; and,

and other
50 I otswhich contain at I east

I ess ) .

5. I _5 ENCROACHMENTS
Any proposed devel opment shal I
on the fl ood carrying capacity

5 2 SPECIFIC STANDARDS
In all areas of special
el evation data has been
Use of Other Base Flood
required:

to determine effect
of special flood

be
of

anal yzed
the area

hazard as set forth in Section 4.3-l (3), Permit Review.

fl ood hazards where base fl ood
provided as set forth in Section 4 .3-2.
Data, the fol 1 owing standards are

5.2-l Residential Construction
New construction and substantial improvements of any
residential structure shali have the lowest floor, including
basement, elevated to or above the base flood elevation.

5.2-2 Nonresidential Construction
New construction and substantial improvement of any commercial,
industrial or other nonresidential structure sha1l
the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to
base flood elevationl or, together with attendant
and sanitary facil ities, shal 1 :

either have
or above the
util ity

.o(1) be floodproofed so that below
structure is watertight with
impermeabl e to the passage of

the base fl ood I evel the
walls substantially
water;
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\2) have structural
hydrostatic and
buoyancy; and

components capable
hydrodynamic loads

resisting
effects of

of
and

(3)

SECTION 6.0 VARIANCE PROCEDURE

1 APPEAL BOARD
(1) The Zoning Board of Appeals as established

be certified by a registered professional engineer or
architect that the standards of this subsection aresatisfied. Such certifications shall be provided to
official as set forth in Section 4.3-3(Z)'.

the

6

shall hear and decide
from the requirements

appeals and requests
of this local larv.

by the Town
for variances

(2)

(3)

(4)

Tlr. zoni'ng Board of Appeals shall hear and decide appeals
when it is alleged there is an error in any requirembnt,
decision, _or determination made by the Buiiding rnspector
in the enforcement or administration of this local law.

Those_ aggrieved by the decision of the ZonLng Board of
Appeals, or any Laxpayerr ffiay appeal such decision to the
Supreme Court as provided in The I'lew York State Constitution,
Article Vi, Section 2.

In passing upon such applications, the
Appeals, shall consider all technical
relevant factors, standards specified
of this local law and:

Zoning Board of
evaluations, all
in other sections

(i) the clariger uirat materials inay be
lands to the injury of others I

( ii ) the danger of 1 ife and
erosion damagel

swept onto other

property due to flooding or

( rrr J the susceptibility of the
contents to flood damage
damage on the individual

proposed facility
and the effect of
owner;

and its
such

the
or

(iv) the irnportance of the
proposed f,acility to

(v) the necessity io
location, rvhere

(vi ) the availability of
proposed use which
erosion darnage I

services provided by the
the community;

the facility of a rvaterfront
applicable;

al ternative locations for
are not subject to flooding

(vr_r /

(viii ) the relati-onshi
comprehensive p
of, that area;

the cornpatibility of the proposed use
and anticipated developnent;

wiLh existing

use Lo the
managennent program

of
an

p
1

the proposed
and flood plan

(ix) the safety of access to
flood for ordinary and

the property in times of
energency vehicl es;

the expected heights, velocity, duration, rate
and sediment transport of, the floodwaters and
effects of wave action, Lf applicable, expect
the site; and

of rise,
the
aL

a

(x)



(xi ) the costs of providing governnental services during
and afLer fl ood conditions, incl uding maintenance
and repair of public utilities and facilities such
as sewer, Bas, el ectrical , and water syster.ts and
streets and bridges.

Upon consideration of the factors of Section 6.1 (4) and
the purposes of this local larv, the Zoning Board of Appeals
rnay attach such conditions to the granting of variances
as it deenrs necessary to further the purposes of this 1ocal
i aw.

(5)

(6) The Building Inspector shai I
ail appeal actions i.ncluding
report any variances to the
tration uporl requesC.

maintain the records of
technical information and

Federal Insurance Adminis-

6 2 CONDITIONS FOR VAR.IANCES
(1 ) Generally variances may be issued for new construction

and substantial improvelTr€nt to be erected on a lot of
one-half acre or less in size contiguous to and surrounded
by lots with existing structures constructed below the
base flood 1evel, providing item (i-xi) in Section 6.1 (4)
have been fu1ly considered. As the 1ot size increases
beyond the one-half acre, the technical justification
required for issuing the variance increases.

(2) Variances nray be issued for the reconscruction,
rehabilitation or restoraLion of scructures listed on the' I'lational Register of Ilistoric Flaces or the State
Inventory of Historic Piaces, vrithout regard to the
procedures set forth in the remainder of this section.

( 3 ) Variances
il crodrva y

(4) Variance s
that the
the fl ood

(i)

(ii ) that failure
except i ona 1

designated
during t!'le base

to grant the variance
hardship to the appl i-

shal I not be issued within any
if any increase in flcod levels

fI ood discharge woul d resul t.
shal I onl y be issued upon a Ceterminatiorr

variance is the minimurn necessary, considering
hazard, to afford re1 ief.

( 5 ) Variances shal J onl y be j.ssued upon:

a showing of good and sufficient cause;

a determination
vrould result in
cant; and

( rr]- J a determination that the granting of a variance
wil I not resul t in increased f1 ood hei55hts, addi-
tional threats to publ ic safeEy, extraordinary
public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or
victimization of the publ ic as identified in Section
5 .1 (4 ) or conil ict vrith exi sting J ocal l aws or
ordinances.

(6) Any applicant to rvhonr a variance is granted shall be
given written notice that the structure v,rill be permitted
to be built with a lowest floor elevation below the base
flood elevation and that the cost of flood insurance
ivi11 be cornmensurate with the increased ri-sk resulting
from lowest floor elevation.
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sEcTioi{ 7 .o EFF'ECTIVE DAT'E

This local law sharl take effect upon its being fired asprovided by the l{unicipal- Flome Rule Law.
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